CHAPTER ONE 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


This detailed, comprehensive manual covers the 
1988-on Honda Fourtrax 300 2-wheel and 4-wheel 
drive models. 

Troubleshooting, tune-up, maintenance and repair 
are not difficult, if you know what tools and equip¬ 
ment to use and what to do. Step-by-step instructions 
guide you through jobs ranging from simple main¬ 
tenance to complete engine and suspension over¬ 
haul. 

This manual can be used by anyone from a first 
time do-it-yourselfer to a professional mechanic. 
Detailed drawings and clear photographs give you 
all the information you need to do the work right. 

Some of the procedures in this manual require the 
use of special tools. The resourceful mechanic can, 
in many cases, think of acceptable substitutes for 
special tools—there is always another way. This can 
be as simple as using a few pieces of threaded rod, 
washers and nuts to remove or install a bearing or 
fabricating a tool from scrap material. However, 
using a substitute for a special tool is not recom¬ 
mended as it can be dangerous to and may damage 
the part. If you find that a tool can be designed and 
safely made, but will require some type of machine 
work, you may want to search out a local community 
college or high school that has a machine shop 


curriculum. Shop teachers sometimes welcome out¬ 
side work that can be used as practical shop applica¬ 
tions for advanced students. 

Table 1 lists model coverage with engine serial 
numbers. 

Metric and U.S. standards are used throughout 
this manual. U.S. to metric conversion is given in 

Table 2. 

Tables 1-5 are found at the end of the chapter. 


MANUAL ORGANIZATION 

This chapter provides general information and 
discusses equipment and tools useful both for pre¬ 
ventive maintenance and troubleshooting. 

Chapter Two provides methods and suggestions 
for quick and accurate diagnosis and repair of prob¬ 
lems. Troubleshooting procedures discuss typical 
symptoms and logical methods to pinpoint t\\c 
trouble. 

Chapter Three explains all periodic lubrication 
and routine maintenance necessary to keep your 
Honda Fourtrax operating at top performance. 
Chapter Three also includes recommended tune-up 
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procedures, eliminating the need to consult other 
chapters constantly on the various assemblies. 

Subsequent chapters describe specific systems 
such as the engine top end, engine bottom end, 
clutch, transmission, fuel, exhaust, electrical, sus¬ 
pension, drive train, steering and brakes. Each chap¬ 
ter provides disassembly, repair, and assembly 
procedures in simple step-by-step form. If a repair 
is impractical for a home mechanic, it is so indicated. 
It is usually faster and less expensive to take such 
repairs to a Honda dealer or competent repair shop. 
Specifications concerning a particular system are 
included at the end of the appropriate chapter. 


NOTES, CAUTIONS 
AND WARNINGS 

The terms NOTE, CAUTION and WARNING 
have specific meanings in this manual. A NOTE 
provides additional information to make a step or 
procedure easier or clearer. Disregarding a NOTE 
could cause inconvenience, but would not cause 
damage or personal injury. 

A CAUTION emphasizes areas where equipment 
damage could occur. Disregarding a CAUTION 
could cause permanent mechanical damage; how¬ 
ever, personal injury is unlikely. 

A WARNING emphasizes areas where personal 
injury or even death could result from negligence. 
Mechanical damage may also occur. WARNINGS 
are to be taken seriously. In some cases, serious 
injury and death have resulted from disregarding 
similar warnings. 


SAFETY FIRST 

Professional mechanics can work for years and 
never sustain a serious injury. If you observe a few 
rules of common sense and safety, you can enjoy 
many safe hours servicing your own machine. If you 
ignore these rules you can hurt yourself or damage 
the equipment. 

1. Never use gasoline as a cleaning solvent. 

2. Never smoke or use a torch in the vicinity of 
flammable liquids, such as cleaning solvent, in open 
containers. 

3. If welding or brazing is required on the machine, 
remove the fuel tank and rear shock to a safe dis¬ 
tance, at least 50 feet away. 


4. Use the proper sized wrenches to avoid damage 
to fasteners and injury to yourself. 

5. When loosening a tight or stuck nut, be guided by 
what would happen if the wrench should slip. Be 
careful; protect yourself accordingly. 

6. When replacing a fastener, make sure to use one 
with the same measurements and strength as the old 
one. Incorrect or mismatched fasteners can result in 
damage to the vehicle and possible personal injury. 
Beware of fastener kits that are filled with cheap and 
poorly made nuts, bolts, washers and cotter pins. 
Refer to Fasteners in this chapter for additional 
information. 

7. Keep all hand and power tools in good condition. 
Wipe greasy and oily tools after using them. They 
are difficult to hold and can cause injury. Replace or 
repair worn or damaged tools. 

8. Keep your work area clean and uncluttered. 
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